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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1 . A method for extending a telephone's capability comprising steps of: 

enabling a telephone to store call-/e!ated data in memory 
located within said telephone; / 

enabling a computer to alternatively store said call-related data 
in memory located within said computer; 

receiving first call-related data at said telephone; 

recognizing that said first call-rek ted data is to be stored in 
memory; i 

determining, within said telephone, whether said first call-related 
data will be stored in said telephone memoryfor said computer memory; and 

storing said first call-related data in said telephone memory or 
said computer memory based upon said de/ermination. 



2. The method of claim 1 further including a step of establishmg_a_dji 
connectionbetween said tetep h fw g anH Jm rtnn m pXiter 



^data- 



3. The method of claim^ wherein said telephone and said computer are 
located within a common workspace, said step of establishing said direct data 
connection being independent of providing connectivity for receiving said first 
call-related data. 



4. The method of claim 1 wherein said telephone is enabled to perform 
telephone functions independently of said computer. 



5. The method of claim \ wherein said step of determining includes steps of: 
monitoring storage availability within said telephone memory; 
comparing said monitored storage availability to a storage 
threshold that is related to said telephone memory; and 

storing said first call-rielated data in said computer memory 
when said storage threshold relate^ to said telephone memory is exceeded. 



1 6. The method of claim 5 further including a step of retrieving call-related 

2 data from said computet* to said telephone response to signals from said 

3 telephone. / 

1 7. The method^of^la^ further including steps of: 

2 enabling a first processor located within said telephoneJe^^"* 

3 process data received at said telephone; ^^^^^^ 

4. r\ \ enabling a second processor Jo^atetfwithin said computer to 
S^yP^ocess data received at said teleph^oeT""^ 

6 / recognizing that^al^first call-related data received at said 

7 telephone is to be pcpeeSsed; and 

8 ^^-d^termining, within said telephone, whether said first call-related 

9 ^data-wffT be processed by said first processor or said second processor. 

1 8. The method of clair^ further includina/^step of utilizing a processor of 

2 said computer to process at least a porticfn of said first call-related data in 

3 response to instructions from said telephone. 

x / 

1 9. The method of claim 1 further including a step of establishing a data con- 

2 nection between said telephone and said computer by connecting said 

3 telephone separately to a telephone network and to said computer. 

1 10. An apparatus for extendiri^he capability of a telephone comprisinp>^ ^ 

2 means, located within said telephone, for receivingjdat^from a 

3 telephone network; ^^^^^ 

4 \ means, located within said telfpJKrtTeTfor storing said data 

5 Veceived from said telephone netwppkr^*^^ 

™d \ means, operajiv^ly associated with said means for receiving, 

7 / for enabling said tel£pb6ne to determine whether said data received at said 
8^/ telephone \A^ill>gmaintained at said telephone or transferred to a computer; 

9 and 

10 means, operatively associated with said telephone, for trans- 

11 >^ferring said data between said telephone and said computer. 
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1 1 . The apparatus of claim 1 0 further incKjding: 

means, located within sak^computer, for storing said data 
received from said telephone; and 

means, located within s^id telephone, for determining whether 
data received at said telephone from/said telephone network will be stored 
within said telephone storage means or said computer storage means. 
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12. The apparatus of clairh 10 whferein said telephone is connected 
separately to said telephone network and said computer. 
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1 3. The apparatus of clair 
telephony capability. 



12 wherein said computer lacks computer 



1 14. The apparatus of clair 

2 within said telephone. 



10 wherein said means for enabling is located 
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1 5. The apparatus of claimSI 0 wherein said means for enabling includes an 
application programming interface resident within said telephone. 
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16. The apparatus of claim 10 further including: 

means, located withfn said telephone, for processing said data 
received from said telephone network; 

means, located within said computer, for processing said data 
received from said telephone; and \ 

means Jocated within saidNtelephone, for determining whether 
said data received at said telephone froni\said telephone network will be 
processed within said telephone processing means or said computer 
processing means/ \ 
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17. A method of extending the capability of a telephone comprising the steps' 
of: 

enabling a first processor resident in a telephonete^rocess 
data received at said telephone; 

enabling a second processor resideijl-itfa computer to process 
data received at said telephone; 

receiving call-related dat^cffsaid telephone; 
recognizing that said^afl-related data requires further process- 
ing; 

deterjmrlTrig, within said telephone, whether said call-related 
data will bepr(5cessed in said first processor or said second processor; and 

processing said call-related data in either said telephone or said 
corKputer based upon said determination. 



18. The method of claim 17 further including a step of establishing a direct 
data connection between said telephone and said computer, wherein said 
telephone and said computer are located withirva common workspace and 
wherein said telephone is configured to perforpi telephone functions 
independently of ^gid computer 




19. The method of claim 18 further including steps of: 

enabling said telephone to store data received at said telephone 
in memory located within said telephone; 

enabling said computei/to store data received at said telephone 
in memory located within said computer; 

recognizing that saicyreceived call-related data is to be stored in 

memory; 

determining, withiyf said telephone, whether said call-related 
data will be stored in said telec/none memory or said computer memory; and 

storing said call/related data in said telephone memory or said 
computer memory based upon said determination. 



20. The method of claim T9 wherein said steps of determining are performed 
by an application programming interface residing within said telephone. 



